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After STRESS BIOLOGY (creation for 2014) and its 18 dancers, 
the choreographers chose the duet. Thanks to a light scenogra-
phy and infrastructure, the show can be adapted to all kind of 
places and spaces (theaters, festival, museums, unexpected exte-
rior spaces, etc.)

MORPHOSES
Premiere: 
November 19th to 22nd 2015
4 performances
Arsenic, Centre d’art scénique contempo-
rain, Lausanne

Performance length:
60 min

Concept and choreography :
Nicholas Pettit and Corinne Rochet

Dancers :
Corinne Rochet and Nicholas Pettit

Assistant for the dramaturgy :
Adina Secretan

Light Design:
Pablo Weber

Music:
Nicholas Pettit

Costume :
Diane Grosset

Co-production :
Arsenic - Co. Utilité Publique 

Funding :
Loterie Romande, Migros Pour-Cent 
culturel, Fondation Ernst Goehner.
The Co. Utilité Publique benefits 
from a grant agreement for 2015-2017 
from the County of Vaud.

Contact :
Co. Utilité Publique
Rue du Valentin 35
1004 Lausanne
00 41 (0)21 312 16 90

Diffusion and communication :
Hélène Brunet
diffusion@utilitepublique.ch
00 41 (0)78 838 92 02

Administration :
Marianne Caplan
info@utilitepublique.ch

The choreographers and dan-
cers of the company are fully 
available for mediation work in 
connection with the piece.

www.utilitepublique.ch

A need for abstraction

In a form that is lightweight and designed for two dancers, MOR-
PHOSES explores the theme of metamorphosis. A graphical piece, 
close to the plastic arts, where body in movement and paper, in their 
intrinsic fragility, become related.

The choreographers dive freely into the fantastic world of Ovid and look 
at how his Metamorphoses can echo our contemporary legends: the 
giants, the flood, Deucalion and Pyrrha, Daphne, Narcissus or echo, 
Achilles and Cygnus, etc. as sources of inspiration. Metamorphosis 
offers pathways to other worlds, populated by divine beings, supernatu-
ral or monstrous, leading to other truths. Constantly they worry, destabi-
lise and call out.

To transform, change, evolve and recycle become reflex actions that 
take place in response to a shortage. Construct, deconstruct; a binary 
rhythm that seems to lull contemporary Western society.

MORPHOSES fits into our tense economic, political and social contexts 
that are currently in a state of crisis. We observe a quotidian made of 
concessions and uncertainties; we can see a decline in our purchasing 
power, a weakened morality, an unstable climate. 

We have the sensation that today people require a space in their life for 
magic, light and beauty. They need to connect to one or more indivi-
duals to experience a feeling of happiness. This we can offer them 
through dance and the performing arts. 

Using metamorphosis as a theme is to offer a dream space that is time-
less, satisfying a need for abstraction.

Photo: Sébastien Monachon



« Taking inspiration from Ovid's Metamorphoses, we take 
for reference an instrument of the past to rethink the pre-
sent, we reflect on the forces that make up human nature ». 

Corinne Rochet et Nicholas Pettit
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Corporality

The movement for MORPHOSES is composed of lines, curves and volume. Directional and dense corpo-
ral matter emerges and morphs. The choreographic direction is constructed by a succession of images. 
But in contrast to photography, this series of images is carried by a being, a body that is taking shape in 
space, following a given time, space and energy. It is the pathway between these different images; the 
impulses, tensions, the bodily sensations that are tested and transmitted which interest us and that we 
want to highlight.

The movement for MORPHOSES also explores the outline. The metamorphosis is that moment before 
form where it is not clearly distinct or when things do not make sense because they don’t have definition 
yet. The painting by Yves Tanguy, The Day of Slowness, is one example. It is therefore working on a sketch 
of the movement; containing and restricting movement to prevent it from being completely created or 
reaching the end of its path.

MORPHOSES in a glance :

     - A 60 minutes show
     - A piece for 2 dancers
     - Can be performed as an interior 
       or exterior dance piece
     - Almost 500 persons who attended
       the Premiere in Lausanne

Discover on video : 

Full video : 
https://vimeo.com/147031684 

 (password: Morphoses15)

Teaser : 
https://vimeo.com/150767113
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Mediation

Raising awareness in the general public is inherent in the work of creation and distribution of the company. 
It allows a different approach and a different relashionship between the public, the choreographers and the 
performers.
 
Since its creation, the Co. Utilité Publique has been active in raising awareness and mediation work for 
contemporary dance. Alongside each of their creations, the coreographers offer a variety of activities : 
lecture-demonstrations and discussions between the audience and the artistic team after performances, 
dance workshops with school children,, the elderly students all types of public
 
For Corinne Rochet and Nicholas Pettit, the emergence of a new show also involves thinking about the 
general public. In this logic, they imagin how to create a space for connecting the public to the choreogra-
phic work based on each individual piece and its intended audience.
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Corinne Rochet and Nicholas Pettit – dancers and choreographers

Corinne Rochet and Nicholas Pettit founded the Co. Utilité Publique in 2003 in Lausanne. Both choreographers and teachers, 
they create through their work a world that is both graphic and poetic. Central to their choreographic work is : the concept of 
the group and more specifically the question of the relationship between the individual and his environment.
The two choreographers focus on developing a dance vocabulary, a research based on form and aesthetics that is close to the 
visual arts. Their pieces are designed like areas for play, inviting the audience to enter, leaving them free to make their own 
search for meaning and to satisfy their need for abstraction.
Corinne Rochet and Nicholas Pettit have danced for many contemporary choreographers such as Claude Brumachon, Domi-
nique Bagouet, Jean Gaudin, Rui Horta, Stéphanie Aubin, Michel Kelemenis, Philippe Saire, Da Motus, Arthur Kuggeleyn, 
Nicole Seiler, Fabienne Berger and Guilherme Botelho.
The creations of the Co. Utilité Publique have been presented in different European countries such as Switzerland, Albania, 
France, Portugal, England, Denmark or Italy.
Corinne Rochet, obtained her state diploma for teaching contemporary dance in 1995. Nicholas Pettit is a graduate in contem-
porary dance from the Laban Center London.

The Co. Utilité Publique has produced 
15 choreographical pieces: 

MORPHOSES, duet 60’ – 2015
STRESS BIOLOGY, 18 dancers 60’ – 2014
Fontaine, je boirai de ton eau, quintet 50’ – 2013
HAKAMA, quintet 45’ – 2012
TRANSITLAND, duet 30’ – 2011
M.E.S.T, choreographical serie 3 x 35’ - 2009
Code : Lady 21, solo 15’ - 2008
Alright Love, quintet 50’ – 2007
FIZZ, duet 35’ – 2006
Blink, trio 50’ – 2006
The Slow Motion Experience, quintet 40’ – 2005

Distinctions:

2006 I Winner of the EUROPEAN 
CHOREOGRAPHIC CONTEST 
AÉROWAWES creation FIZZ.

2007 I Corinne Rochet and Nicholas 
Pettit received the PRIX DE L’ÉVEIL 
from the Vaud Foundation for Culture 
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Adina Secretan - Assistant in dramaturgy 
Born in Geneva in 1980, she trained in ballet, contemporary dance and theatre at the Geneva Conser- 
vatory. Along with a master in philosophy and modern literature, she continued her contemporary dance 
training with LE MARCHEPIED - Lausanne. In 2009, she completed training in animation and theatrical 
mediation at the Haute Ecole de Théâtre (HETSR) in Lausanne and, in 2010, another in the performance 
of drama and text. 
Since 2008, she works in Switzerland as a choreographer, director, dancer, assistant, playwright and 
mediator for projects in theatre, dance, performance and community dance. She is also a research assis-
tant, has been published in journals of philosophy, literature or performing arts and is currently the educa-
tional coordinator for theatre mediation at the HETSR - Lausanne. 
In 2012, she joined the international network of artists, Sweet&Tender, where the exchange of skills and 
self-management are the key work principles. In 2014, she became one of the first students to complete 
the Master of Arts in Theatre, specialising in theatre direction, delivered by HETSR - Lausanne. 

Diane Grosset – Costumes
After training as seamstress and costume designer, Diane Grosset studied the "grotesque" form in cos- 
tume design at the Greta. She has been creating and designing costumes for over 10 years for different 
theater, dance and performance companies in western Switzerland. She has worked with companies 
such as Compagnie Le Manifique, Cie 4 Elles, Cie Théâtre Claque, Cie Buma, Cie Baobab, Cie de Facto, 
Cie 93, Cie parle à un Ange, Cie Lilith Lab and Cie Bussionière. She has also worked in the costume 
departments of the Grande Théâtre in Geneva and at the Lausanne Opera house. 

Pablo Weber - Lightning 
From 2004 to 2006, he was formed as a stage technician at Eclipse SA in Bienne and obtained the fede- 
ral patent from ARTOS. From 2008 to 2010, he was a lighting and sound technician at the Dampzentrale 
in Bern. 2006, he created light and / or video creations in the field of music, contemporary dance and 
theatre including « Somnonaut » by Philipp Böe (2009), for « Revolver » by Marcel Leemann Physical 
Dance Theatre (2009-2010) and the music group « illeist  Collective» (2008 and 2011), for « Fontaine, je 
boirai de ton eau » (2013) and « STRESS BIOLOGY » (2014) by the Co. Utilité Publique. His work consists 
in developing an interaction between sound, movement and image (on stage) through the use of new 
technologies. 
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Residencies and tour dates

2016

March the 11th and 12th | 8 pm
MORPHOSES
Mouvement Contemporain I Centre Mathis | Paris (F)

May the 21st  | 4:15 pm
MORPHOSES
Festival Cluny Danse | Abbaye de Cluny (F)

2015

November the 30th to December the 10th
MORPHOSES (museum version)
Centro per la Scena Contemporanea | Bassano del Grappa (I)
Research residency to adapt the show to a museum. Public presentation in Museo Civico, Bassano del Grappa.
www.operaestate.it

November the 19th to the 22 
MORPHOSES (Premiere)
ARSENIC - Centre d'art scénique contemporain | Lausanne (CH)
4 performances
www.arsenic.ch

October the 14th
MORPHOSES (avant-premiere)
Albania Dance Meeting-Festival | National Gallery of Tirana (AL)

September 14th to the19th
MORPHOSES (residency)
Tanzhaus | Zurich (CH)
Residency and work in progress presentation
www.tanzhaus-zuerich.ch

June the 22nd to the 27th
MORPHOSES 
Festival Mouvements sur la Ville | Montpellier (F)
Residency and work in progress presentation
www.mouvementssurlaville.com

Cie Utilité Publique
Rue du Valentin 35
1004 Lausanne 
Switzerland

Tél +41 (0)21 312 16 90
www.utilitepublique.ch 

Choreographers
Corinne Rochet
pechet2@bluewin.ch 

Nicholas Pettit
pechet@bluewin.ch 

Administration : 
Marianne Caplan
info@utilitepublique.ch

Diffusion and communication : 
Hélène Brunet
+41 (0)78 838 92 02
diffusion@utilitepublique.ch

Technic : 
Pablo Weber
+ 41 (0) 78 716 65 81
pablo.weber@bluewin.ch
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